Highlights of Brahma Kumaris Participation
in the 15th United Nations Climate Change Confereree(COP15)
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Main plenary of the Copenhagen Climate Change Confence (COP15) at the Bella Center,
often filled to over-flowing, with people crowdingthe aisles.

The Copenhagen Climate Change Conferencg€OP15) was made up of two parallel events at
different venues. COP15 was organized byuhéed Nations, with the cooperation of the
Danish government, and was held at the Bella Ceritbe other was thi€limaForum09 — a
Peoples Climate Summit- designed to provide an opportunity for peopleyements and
organizations from across the globe to present th&bns and solutions to the climate
challenge. (www.klimaforum09.dk

TheBrahma Kumaris had exhibition stands entitléClimateand Consciousness,at both the
COP15 and KlimaForum venues. Here they were aldéstdbute theiposition papers and
flyers and otherwise inform people of their workaigh a computerized 'information

center'. The stands were well attended, with gespbwing a lot of interest in the spiritual
perspective on Climate Change.
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BK Jayanti speaking to a delegate at the BK COP 1&tand at the Bella Center in

Copenhagen. Standing behind her is Brother Arnoldfrom the Netherlands branch of the

BKWSU.

At the COP15 venué¢he BKs shared exhibition space with theergy + Environment

Foundation, organizers ofThe Interfaith Declaration on Climate Change” — a collaborative
initiative bringing together religious leaders,estists, and others committed to addressing
climate change. As ‘trusted messengers’ they waglkther to deliver an urgent message for

action at both international and local levels.tti¥energyenvironmentfoundation.grg
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BK Jayanti interviewed by Climate Change TV.

Climate Change TV is the world’s first internet &deasting service dedicated entirely to climate
change issues, featuring exclusive interviews withld leaders, environmental ministers, expert
scientists, decision makers, activists and marth@most important and influential figures
involved in the international climate change debdathke interview with the BKs took place in a
large, open space in the middle of the Bella Cemikere an audience gathered to listen in. It
was also broadcast over the whole of the Bellaeraattvarious times throughout the day.

In the interviewSr. Jayanti was invited to introduce tH&rahma Kumaris, explain the role of
meditation in matters such as Climate Change, hatksa message to the world leaders present
at the conference. In response to the questionat\&te the BKs hoping to achieve in
Copenhagen?’ Sr. Jayanti said, ‘We want to helplesonderstand that real change

happens only when there is a change within. Disensslone are not going to bring about
change. There needs to be a change of heart, oasseiss and awareness for something to truly
change in the world. Each and every one of us oatribute to this. There is no need to wait for
treaties to be signed or governments to take positiEach one of us can do this for ourselves
and for the world.’



Mr.Vijai Sharma, IAS Secretary to the overnmnt ofIndia, Ministry of Environment and
Forests, meeting with Sister Jayanti at COP15 Bell&enter.

In an encounter filled with warmtiMr. Sharma acknowledged the importance of organizations
and spiritual leaders such as Bahma Kumaris andSr. Jayanti. He shared the opinion that
his job as negotiator is facilitated by the verffatent and much needed level of participation
that such groups provide.
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Press Conference at COP15

Entitled,’ Spirit and Science in Agreement on the Climate @sisthis 1 hour press event was
jointly organized byl he Interfaith Declaration on Climate Changeand350.org— an
international campaign dedicateduniting the world arounsgolutions to the climate crisis. (The
number 350 — as in parts per million — refers ldvel scientists have identified as the safe
upper limit for CO2 in our atmosphere. http://ww®030rg




Sister Jayanti was one of 35 religious leaders thaarticipated in, “Addressing Climate
Change by Awakening to Onenessg’gathering convened by The Global Peace Initiativef
Women (GPIW).

Other religious leaders in the picture include:nBala Silva Piaca and Moises Pinhanta, two
Amazonian Indians magnificently dressed in theiditional costumes with feather headdresses;
Swami Veda Bharati, India (4th from left — frontarp Dr. Tho Ha Vinh, Vietham (behind BK
Jayanti).



“The Inner Dimensions of Change’panel, convened as part of a side event entitled,
“Addressing Climate Change by Awakening to Onenéssjordinated by The Global Peace
Initiative of Women, in partnership with the Brahma Kumaris.

‘As thoughts and feelings come from the insidearedhen reflected in the outside world, so
change needs to start from withiiwVith this insightDena Merriam, (sitting next to Sr.
Jayanti), Founder and ConvenerTdfe Global Peace Initiative of Womenopened the
conversation and invite8r. Jayanti to speak about our lost connection to the inneredision
and the impact of this on today’s world situation.

FromSr. Jayanti: When we think of ourselves as physical beingsjadentity is based on
gender, color and nationality, which ultimatelytdisces us from the beings — the spirits — we
truly are. True contentment eludes us as we sesgtggrposition and more possessions in an
attempt to fill an ever-widening, inner void. Hoveeywhen there is recognition of the spirit
within, a new degree of respect -- for the seligos and all forms of life -- is experienced and
we find that we do not need as much as we did befor

Other panel members included: Prof. Dr. Phra Dl&osajarn, Rector, University, Thailand
(far right); Sheikh Saliou Mbacke, Muridiya Sufider Senegal (second from right); Sraddhalu
Ranade, Scientist, Educator and Teacher at th&usobindo Ashramin Pondicherrry, India
(third from left); Reverend Richard Cizik and Evafigal Christian from the USA (4th from
left); Zarko Andricevic, practitioner of Chan meatibn and Founder of the Buddhist Center in
Zagreb, Croatia (second from left)

About 300 people attended this event, which wdswvied by a stimulating question and answer
session.



“Voices of Hope Responding to the Call of the Eayttwas the theme of this special evening
program organized for the religious leaders by thé&lobal Peace Initiative of Women at the
National Museum of Denmark.

After welcoming everyond)ena Merriam, Founder and Convener of The Global Peace
Initiative of Womenhanded over the evening &ister Jayanti,who moderated the program
and then brought it to a close with a meditatiomowntary. Guest speakers includedn.
Maurice Strong, Leading Environmentalist, SecretaryGeneral, 1972 Stockholm
Conference on the Environment, first Executive Diretor of UNEP and Secretary-General,
1992 Rio Earth Summit; Prof. Wangari Maathai, NovelLaureate, Founder Greenbelt
Movement; Prof. Dr. Phra Dharmakosajarn, Rector, Uriversity, Thailand; Swami Veda
Bharati, Spiritual Director, The Sadhana Mandir Ashram, India



